


Mr. Urs Eschle was the product manager of the original 
DOXA SUB and head of operations at the company in 
the sixties (reporting directly to the general manager 
and owner. Urs Eschle worked for Montres DOXA SA 
from 1956 till 1968, by 1964 he was the ‘Directeur Com-
mercial’. This is equivalent to an operations manager 
these days, but more importantly, he is the man behind 
the legendary orange face DOXA SUB. It was his vision, 
idea and implementation.  
 
 
Back in the early Sixties, DOXA was one of the major 
Swiss watch manufacturers with over 150 employees. 
When diving evolved from a being a military necessity 
and a profession to be a popular sport and began to get 
popular among the masses, people who were fortunate 
enough to be able to afford diving equipment, relied on 
Rolex watches. In those days, the term diver watch did 
not actually exist and a watch dedicated for diving or so 
called "diver watch" did not exist either. DOXA was the 
first watch company to develop and offer a wrist watch 
primarily dedicated for sports diving purposes. The first 
ever dedicated sports diver watch was made by DOXA 
and introduced to the public at the Basel show in 1966. 

It was also the first watch to be marketed as a piece of diving equipment from the US Divers company 
and was also the first watch to be given the their Aqualung logo as a proof of reliability.  
 
I instigated the diver watch project in 1964 and set up a research team with several professional divers 
and experienced DOXA watchmakers. Among the members of the team, was the famous French diver, 
Mr. Claude Wesly. Claude Wesly and Albert Falco were the first men to live 33 feet underwater for 7 
days in a large cylindrical habitat called Diogenes during the Conshelf experiments in September 1962. 
He collaborated with Jacques Cousteau from that time, accompanying him on most of his scientific ex-
peditions and also taking part in the Precontinent I, II and III.  
 
The goals for the research team were clear; to de-
velop the first affordable sports diver watch for leisure 
and professional divers and make it a reliable, com-
fortable,  highly legible and easy to use piece of equip-
ment. Each of these project goals were taken care of 
by a member of the team. 

To enhance the functionality of the watch under ex-
treme conditions, DOXA used a number of innova-
tions. The first being a massive solid stainless steel 
case. The case dimensions of 45mm long, 45mm wide 
and 12mm high far exceeded the typical dimensions 
of a watch case at that time.  
 
To increase the reliability of the watch in order to be 
able to rely on it's functionality under extreme condi-
tions, DOXA used a massive solid stainless case to 
house a slow beating self winding movement.  
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Image 1 | Urs Eschle  

Image 2 | An original SUB 300 from 1967 
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Under water legibility had always been an issue, so I suggested using a bright color dial with oversized 
luminous markers which used the highest amount of tritium ever seen on a wrist watch dial.  
 
Neuchatel Lake, located close to DOXA headquarters,  was considered most suitable for the purpose of 
testing the legibility of the dial under water. The research team tested several bright dial colors, among 
them, turquoise, orange, yellow and red. Orange proved to be the brightest and the best legible color 
down to a depth of 30 meters, so it was obvious that the first DOXA diver watch would house an orange 
dial. This caused quite a stir as it went against the conservative expectations both inside and outside 
DOXA.  

Image 5 | Cousteau, Wesly and Falco in Conshelf 1 

Image 4 | No-compression dive table 
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 Image 3 | Orange SUB dial with enlarged luminous markers  



I wanted to add a useful device to the watch to help divers overcome the uncertainty of the maximum 
time to spend under water, so we started working on a unidirectional rotating bezel that resembles the 

US Navy no-decompression dive table. In order to test 
and approve this new innovation, Claude Wesly rec-
ommended that I should contact his companion, 
Jacques Cousteau at the US Divers company in Cali-
fornia, which at that time, was the most advanced sup-
pliers of hi- tech diving equipment. 

I traveled to California, to complete the project with the 
US Divers company on testing and approving the no-
decompression table bezel. I then registered the US 
patent for the bezel to my name and sold it to DOXA 
for a symbolic $1.00 afterwards. The US Divers com-

Image 6 | No-compression dive table bezel 
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Image 7 | Expanding bracelet 



pany research team was so impressed by this rug-
ged and innovative timepiece that they decided to 
exclusively market the orange face DOXA SUB 
under the name "The US Divers DOXA." I re-
turned back home with the finished and approved 
diver watch and the first order of 4000 units to be 
delivered to the US Divers company with imperial 
no-decompression bezels. 
 
Last but not least, the ease of using the watch was 
to be enhanced by using a new kind of flex-buckle 
on the stainless steel bracelet. It consisted of two 
spring-loaded sections attached to either side of 
the clasp and it automatically adjusted itself to the 
diameter of the wearers wrist whether they were 
wearing a wet suit or not. 

We also decided to incorporate a ratchet mecha-
nism built into the clasp This allowed the bracelet 
to be sized easily for many wrist sizes without the 
need for removing links. Once the watch was 
placed on the wrist and the clasp closed, the 
ratchet mechanism could be moved until  the 
length of the bracelet corresponded to the 
wearer’s wrist size.  

 
Finally, the orange face DOXA SUB, the first dedicated sports diver watch was born and was presented 
to the public at the Basel show in spring 1966. 

The unexpected overwhelming success motivated 
me and the rest of the team to continue improving the 
DOXA SUB, so we continued to collaborate with 
Claude Wesly, to test the first Helium Release Valve 
(HRV)equipped diver watch made by DOXA. He 
wore a prototype watch on his famous 30 day expedi-
tion in the Red Sea. 
 
In 1969, DOXA introduced the first Helium Release 
Valve equipped diver watch to the general public. It 
was the SUB 300T Conquistador.  
 
Over 40 years later the world has come full circle and 
in honor of the legendary divers and submariners 
featured in this book, DOXA have released an up-
dated version of the Conquistador. Everything about 
the watch has been upgraded and enhanced. From 
the movement to the bracelet to the increased depth 
rating, the new DOXA SUB 1200 HRV is the epitome 
of what a modern dive watch should be. However, it 
clearly recognizes its heritage and the qualities that 
made it a legend. 
 

  

 Image 8 | HRV Equipped SUB 300T Conquistador from 1969 
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 Image 9 | HRV Equipped SUB 1200T Professional from 2010 
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